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1.  Donald  W.  Parrillo 

26.  Stanley  M.  Zydlo 

2.  William  H.  Harvey 

27.  Harry  L  Sain 

2.  Ralph  H.  Metcalfe 

28.  Alphonse  R.  Tomaso* 

4.  Claude  W.  B.  Holman 

29.  Thomas  F.  Burke 

5.  Leon  M.  Despres 

30.  Daniel  J.  Ronan 

6.  Robert  H.  Miller 

31.  Thomas  E.  Keane 

7.  Nicholas  J.  Bohling 

32.  Robert  J.  Sulski 

8.  James  A.  Condon 

33.  Robert  Brandt 

9.  Dominic  J.  Lupo 

34.  RexSande 

10.  John  J.  Buchanan 

35.  CasimirC.  Laskowski 

11.  Matthew  J.  Danaher 

36.  Robert  L.  Massey** 

12.  Arthur  V.  Zelezenski 

37.  Paul  T.  Corcoran* 

13.  David  W.  Healy 

38.  William  J.  Cullerton 

14.  Joseph  P.  Burke 

39.  Philip  A.  Shapiro** 

15.  Joseph  J.  Krska 

40.  Nathan  J.  Kaplan 

16.  Paul  M.  Sheridan 

41.  Edward  T.  Scholl 

17.  Charles  Chew,  Jr. 

42.  Mayer  Goldberg 

18.  James  C.  Murray 

43.  Mathias  Bauler 

19.  Thomas  F.  Fitzpatrick 

44.  Thomas  Rosenberg 

20.  Kenneth  E.  Campbell                           \ 

45.  Edwin  P.  Fifielski 

21.  Samuel  Yaksic 

46.  Joseph  R.  Kerwin 

22.  Otto  F.  Janousek 

47.  John  J.  Hoellen 

23.  George  J.  Tourek 

48.  Robert  J.  O'Rourke 

24.  George  W.  Collins 

49.  Paul  T.  Wigoda 

25.  Vito  Marzullo 

50.  Jack  1.  Sperling 

*  Deceased 
**  Resigned 
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Mayor  Richard  J.  Daley 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor 

and  Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council 


The  Department  of  Aviation  submits  herewith  its  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,   1964. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  return  of  fixed-wing 
scheduled  airline  traffic  to  Chicago  Midway  Airport  by  United  Air  Lines, 
on  July  5,   1964,   after  two  years'  absence.    In  celebration,   a  mammoth 
air  show  and  exhibition  was  staged  at  the  airport  on  the  4th  of  July. 

At  Chicago-O'Hare  International  Airport  special  attention  has 
been  directed  to  some  of  the  new  services  begun  during  the  year,  like 
first-aid  stations,  valet  parking,   and  direct  airplane  service  to  Copenhagen, 
Denmark.    Attention  has  also  been  directed  to  new  construction  of  various 
cargo  and  catering  buildings. 

At  Merrill  C.  Meigs  Field,  emphasis  has  been  given  to  the  way 
new  business -type  jet  aircraft  have  been  aided  by  the  installation  of  new 
high-intensity  runway  lights  and  jet  fuel  tanks,  and  by  the  purchase  of  a 
new  snow -plow  truck. 

For  all  the  airports,  the  excitement  and  promise  of  the  future, 
and  the  changes  that  will  come  with  new-type  aircraft,  have  been  empha- 
sized. 

The  Department  gratefully  acknowledges  your  cooperation  and 
assistance  in  promoting  aviation  in  Chicago.    Such  activity  will  inevitably 
help  the  people  of  our  City  whose  greatness  is  founded  on  transportation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


William  E.  Downes,  Jr. 
Commissioner  of  Aviation 


William  E.  Downes,  Jr. 


CHICAGO    MIDWAY   AIRPORT 


CITY  OF  CHICAGO 

I  MIDWAY   AIRPORT 


On  July  4,  1964,  the  "open 

house"  at  Chicago  Midway 

Airport,  to  celebrate  the  return 

of  scheduled  airline  traffic  on 

the  following  day,  turned  into 

a  combination  air  show, 

exhibition,  and  4th  of  July 

picnic  for  200,000  to 

250,000  people. 

The  aerial  part  of  the  show 

included  delayed-opening 

parachute  jumps,  slow  soaring 

maneuvers  by  gliders,  a 

demonstration  by  600-mile- 

per-hour  F-48F  jets  of  the 

Illinois  Air  National  Guard, 

and  fireworks.  Ground 

exhibitions  included  display  of 

various  kinds  of  military, 

commercial,  and  private 

airplanes,  and  Civil  Defense 

equipment,  and  a  jumping 

display  by  Chicago  firemen  from 

a  snorkel  into  a  net.  There 

was  perfect  weather  for  the 

day,  with  a  light  breeze,  clear 

sky,  and  a  temperature  high 

of  78°. 

Colonel  Jack  Reilly,  City 

Director  of  Special  Events, 

said  of  this  event:  "Midway 

was  the  old  queen  of  civil  air 

fields,  the  busiest  one  in  the 

world  for  more  than  17  years, 

and  she  is  beginning  a 

comeback  with  today's  show." 
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Round-the-World  Flight  Publicizes  Airline  Return 

To  publicize  the  return  of  scheduled  airline  traffic  to  Midway,  and  also  to  celebrate 
the  opening  of  the  WGN  Radio  and  TV  Station  heliport,  three  travelers  arrived  on  the 
inaugural  United  Air  Lines  flight  into  Midway  at  the  end  of  a  three-day  round-the-world 
trip.  They  were  William  E.  Downes,  Jr.,  Chicago  Commissioner  of  Aviation,  Dick  Hance, 
WGN  news  cameraman,  and  Harvey  S.  Olson,  travel  consultant.  They  flew  by  helicopter 
from  WGN  to  O'Hare,  then  flew  round  the  world  and  back  to  Midway  on  the  opening 
flight  where  they  participated  in  Midway  first-day  ceremonies,  then  flew  by  helicopter 
back  to  WGN. 


United  Returns  Schedules,  July  5 

A  few  minutes  ahead  of  its  scheduled  arrival  time  of  8:57  A.  M.  on  July  5th,  the  first 
fixed-wing  scheduled  passenger  flight  in  more  than  two  years  touched  down  at  Chicago 
Midway  Airport.  It  was  a  United  Air  Lines  Boeing  727  jet  airplane,  which  had  carried 
46  passengers  on  a  1  hour  and  52  minute  flight  from  New  York's  LaGuardia  Airport. 
The  same  plane  took  off  at  10  A.  M.  carrying  57  passengers  to  LaGuardia.  The  first 
flight  was  welcomed  by  Mayor  Daley  and  William  A.  Patterson,  United's  board  chairman, 
who  told  a  crowd  of  more  than  500  that  Midway's  rebirth  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
Chicago  and  to  the  aviation  industry. 


Ual  Chairman  Patterson  Addresses  Crowd 


CHA  Expands  Schedules,  July  5 

Also  effective  on  July  5th,  Chicago  Helicopter  Airways,  which  had  not  operated  on 
Saturdays  or  Sundays  at  Midway  since  July  1963,  returned  to  a  seven-day  week  and 
increased  its  overall  daily  flight  services  by  25  per  cent. 

In  preparation  for  return  of  United  service  to  Midway,  CHA  transferred  its  Midway 
ticket  offices  and  passenger  loading  gate  from  the  center  of  the  terminal  to  the  United 
lobby  at  the  south  end.  CHA  began  using  Gate  3,  adjacent  to  Gate  4  used  by  the  United 
727  jets  on  the  New  York  run. 


Slick  Begins  Schedules,  July  6 

On  Monday,  July  6th,  Slick  Airways  became  the  first  airline  to  reactivate  scheduled 
cargo  operations  at  Midway.  Initially,  it  handled  three  arrivals  and  three  departures 
daily.  Operating  from  the  old  Wings  and  Wheels  freight  terminal  on  the  south  boundary 
of  the  airport,  Slick  used  Super  Constellation  cargo  planes  flying  east  to  New  York  and 
west  to  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  and  DC-4  freighters  flying  south  to  Dallas 
and  Houston. 
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PREPARATION  FOR  RETURN  OF  AIRLINES 


SOUTHWEST   EXPRESSWAY  OPENED 

The  Southwest  Expressway,  which  greatly  reduces  travel  time  and  distance 
between  Midway  and  the  Chicago  downtown  area,  was  opened  to  traffic  in 
early  November. 

It  immediately  resulted  in  a  reduction  in  average  time  for  the  airport 
limousines  from  45  minutes  using  Archer  Avenue  to  30  minutes  using 
southwest,  Crawford,  and  55th,  according  to  Mr.  Thomas  Meagher,  manager 
of  the  Continental  Air  Transport  Company.  The  reduction  for  passenger 
cars  was  from  an  average  of  37.5  minutes  via  Archer  before  the  express- 
way opening  to  22  minutes  using  Southwest  and  Central,  according  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Enright,  traffic  engineer  of  the  Chicago  Motor  Club. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Cicero  Avenue  interchange,  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  July  of  1965  on  the  Southwest,  will  cut  at  least  another  5  to  7 
minutes  off  the  downtown-Midway  travel  time  for  both  limousines  and  cars. 


TERMINAL  AND  AIRFIELD   PREPARATIONS 

In  preparation  for  the  resumption  of  airline  service  at  Midway  by  United 
Air  Lines,  both  the  City  and  United  made  substantial  preparations  including 
extensive  refurbishing  of  both  airfield  and  terminal  building. 

The  City  repaved  the  ramp  area,  applied  an  asphalt  sealcoat  to  the  two 
longest  runways,  painted  parts  of  the  exterior  of  the  terminal,  and  reroofed 
the  south  part  of  the  building.  United  thoroughly  cleaned  and  repaired 
ticket  counters,  baggage  conveyors,  and  boarding  areas,  repainted  the 
entire  area,  and  installed  a  new  acoustical  tile  ceiling,  and  new  public 
address,  telephone,  and  reservation  control   equipment. 

The  Illinois  Bell  Telephone  Company  also  prepared  for  the  resumption 
of  scheduled  traffic  at  Midway  by  reactivating  nearly  100  public  telephones 
with  new  units,  and  by  installing  a  modern  direct  dialing  system  for  the 
Airport  operating  out  of  Illinois  Bell's  Prospect  exchange,  at  6250  S.  Clare- 
mont  Avenue,  where  new  switching  equipment  and  cables  have  been 
installed. 


FAA  CONTROL  TOWER   EXPANDED 

Space  occupied  by  Federal  Aviation  Agency  Control  Tower  personnel  in  the 
central  tower  of  the  main  terminal  building  at  Midway  was  substantially 
expanded  during  the  year  in  anticipation  of  greatly  increased  Instrument 
Flight  Rule  air  traffic  by  airlines  and  others. 

To  make  room  for  the  FAA  expansion  of  its  Control  Tower  space  in  the 
central  tower  by  1,158  square  feet,  from  2,485  square  feet  to  3,643 
square  feet,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Midway  Airport  Manager,  Mr. 
Michael  Berry,  to  move  his  office  to  the  south  tower. 

The  FAA  Control  Tower  expansion  was  needed  to  provide  for  additional 
radar  and  electronic  equipment. 


NEW  AIRLINE  JET  PLANES  TO  USE  MIDWAY 


IMPLICATIONS  OF  NEW  PLANES  FOR   MIDWAY 

The  second  generation  of  airline-jet  airplanes,  which  began  to  appear  on  the  aviation  scene  about  five  years  after 
the  big  four-engine  jets  started  flying  at  O'Hare  in  1959,  will  unquestionably  create  a  second  revolution  in  the  airline 
industry. 

Where  the  first-generation  jets  gained  widespread  public  acceptance  for  a  much  smoother  and  faster  way  to  travel, 
established  the  industry  on  a  firm  financial  basis,  and  started  a  rapid  expansion  in  air  travel,  the  second-generation 
jets  promise  to  change  the  air  travel  expansion  into  an  explosion.  The  newer,  smaller,  three-engine  and  two-engine 
jets,  which  fly  just  as  fast  and  just  as  well  as  their  big  brothers,  will  cause  very  rapid  multiplying,  year  by  year,  in  the 
number  of  airline  plane  operations  and  airline  passenger  movements,  because  these  planes  will  be  able  to  go  into 
the  smaller  airline  airports  and  serve  the  smaller  cities,  where  a  great  many  of  the  nation's  air  passengers  live,  with 
trunk-line  speed  and  comfort. 

These  newer  jets  practically  guarantee  the  future  of  Midway  as  an  important  airline  airport,  since  O'Hare  will  not 
be  able  to  handle  all  the  traffic,  and  since  Midway  can  easily  handle  these  newer  planes.  As  has  already  been  seen 
in  the  case  of  the  Boeing  727,  these  planes  are  especially  good  neighbors. 

Some  of  the  second-generation  airline-jet  airplanes  which  are  beginning  a  new  airline  revolution,  and  which  appear 
to  ensure  the  future  of  Midway,  are  the  following:  Boeing  727  and  737,  BAC  111,  and  Douglas  DC-9. 


Boeing  727 


S  AT  THE  CHICAGO  AIRPORTS 


At  Christmas  time,  each  airport  had  one  large  Christmas  tree  as  a  focal  point,  in  addition  to 
other  Christmas  decorations  of  many  kinds. 

Chicago-O'Hare  International  Airport  and  Chicago  Midway  Airport  each  had  outside  trees, 
the  one  at  O'Hare  being  40  feet  high  with  about  1000  lights  plus  ornaments,  and  the  one  at 
Midway  being  30  feet  high  with  about  800  lights  plus  ornaments.  Merrill  C.  Meigs  Field  had  an 
inside  tree  15  feet  high  with  about  200  lights  plus  ornaments. 

The  trees  were  all  lighted  in  a  ceremony  at  4-30  P.M.  on  Monday,  December  7,  at  the  same 
time  as  the  lighting  of  the  City's  huge  80-foot  high  composite  tree  at  Congress  Street  Plaza 
and  Michigan  Avenue.  That  tree  was  put  together  from  86  trees,  and  carried  approximately 
10,000  lights  and  2,000  ornaments.  The  airport  trees  were  removed  January  12,  1965. 

In  addition  to  the  outside  tree  at  O'Hare,  there  were  7  large  artificial  Christmas  trees  placed 
inside  at  various  places  in  the  terminal  buildings.  They  were  beautifully  decorated  each  in  a 
different  color  scheme.  In  total,  they  had  approximately  8,000  lights  and  3,250  ornaments. 
These  decorations  will  be  kept  and  additional  trees  and  decorations  will  be  added  in  each  of 
the  next  few  years. 

The  Christmas  season  should  be  increasingly  beautiful  in  succeeding  years  at  each  of  the 
airports. 
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For  the  last  six  week  days  before  Christmas  Eve, 
the  two  larger  Chicago  airports,  Midway  and 
O'Hare,  were  made  beautiful  to  the  ears  as  well 
as  to  the  eyes  of  airline  passengers  and  airport 
visitors. 

Twelve  Chicago  high  schools  provided  Christmas 
choral  music  in  the  early  evening  hours  on  the 
following  schedule: 


Chicago  Midway  Airport— Choral  music  5:00  to 
5:30  and  6:00  to  6:30  P.M. 

1.  Wednesday,  December  16— Lindblom 

2.  Thursday,      December  17— Bowen 

3.  Friday,  December  18— Kennedy 

4.  Monday,        December  21— Harlan 

5.  Tuesday,       December  22— Kelly 

6.  Wednesday,  December  23— Farragut 


Chicago-O'Hare    International    Airport— Choral 

music  4:30  to  5:30  P.M.  in  Terminal  2,  and  re- 
peat of  program  6:15  to  7:15  P.M.  in  Terminal  3 

1.  Wednesday,  December  16— Englewood 

2.  Thursday,      December  17— Roosevelt 

3.  Friday,  December  18— Tuley 

4.  Monday,        December  21— Taft 

5.  Tuesday,       December  22— Lane 

6.  Wednesday,  December  23— Phillips 


The  schools  provided  from  40  to  100  beautifully 
trained  voices  for  each  of  the  programs.  The 
City  provided  bus  transportation,  refreshments, 
printed  programs,  pianos,  and  podiums. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  programs  will  become  a 
tradition  through  the  years,  and  that  more  and 
more  people  from  the  neighboring  communities 
will  come  out  to  listen  and  to  be  deeply  moved. 
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CITY  OF  CHICAGO 

CHICAGO-O'HARE    INTERNATIONAL   AIRPORT 
NEW  SERVICES  AT  O'HARE 
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FIRST  AID  STATION   OPENS 


The  first  of  two  first-aid  stations  opened  during  the  year  at  O'Hare,  began 
operations  on  August  3  in  the  central  terminal  building,  Terminal  Building 
No.  2.  The  second  station  began  operations  a  few  weeks  later  in  Terminal 
Building  No.  3.  Both  first-aid  stations  are  staffed  from  8:00  A.  M.  until  mid- 
night by  registered  nurses  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Helen  Larson,  Head 
Nurse,  and  of  a  consulting  physician  from  the  City  Health  Department. 

The  new  facilities  will  take  care  of  most  people  who  become  sick  or  injured 
at  the  airport,  but  the  most  serious  cases  will  continue  to  be  taken  by  Fire 
Department  ambulance  to  the  nearest  hospitals,  Lutheran  General  in  Park 
Ridge  or  Resurrection  in  Chicago. 


VALET  PARKING   BEGINS 

A  new  valet  auto-parking  service,  for  the  driver  who  prefers  to  have  an 
attendant  park  his  car  instead  of  parking  it  himself,  was  begun  in  early  April. 
The  service  is  provided  for  a  flat  cost  of  $1.50,  in  addition  to  regular  parking 
fees.  It  keeps  the  driver  and  his  passengers  out  of  the  weather,  and  eliminates 
long  outdoor  walking  distances. 

To  use  this  service  the  motorist  stops  at  a  station  on  the  entrance  road 
and  picks  up  an  attendant  who  will  drive  him  to  the  desired  terminal  entrance 
and  then  park  the  car.  When  the  motorist  is  ready  to  leave,  he  merely  phones 
the  pickup  station,  and  his  car  is  delivered. 


NEW  MOTORIST  ENTRANCE  TO   RESTAURANT 

A  new  and  very  attractive  covered  walkway  from  the  lower  level  Terminal 
Road  to  the  Restaurant  Building  entrance  was  completed  by  Carson  Pirie 
Scott  &  Co.,  the  restaurant  operator,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $45,000,  in 
the  fall  of  the  year. 

The  covered  sidewalk  of  about  1,000  square  feet  is  lighted  by  quartz  lamps 
which  not  only  illuminate  the  area  .but  also  heat  it  and  keep  it  free  of  snow. 

The  new  entrance  makes  it  possible  for  the  motorist  and  his  guests,  driving 
out  from  the  City  for  dinner,  to  have  as  easy  access  to  the  Seven  Continents 
Restaurant  as  airline  passengers  have  had  from  the  Terminal   Buildings. 

SAS   DIRECT  SERVICE  TO  COPENHAGEN 

Direct  service  between  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  Chicago  was  inaugurated 
by  Scandinavian  Airlines  System,  in  a  driving  rain  at  4:15  P.  M.  on  April  2, 
with  the  arrival  at  O'Hare  of  a  DC-8  jet  airliner  carrying  a  great  many  digni- 
taries and  diplomats  from  Scandinavian  countries.  They  were  met  by  Mayor 
Daley  and  a  crowd  of  several  hundred,  waiting  in  spite  of  the  rain,  at  the  end 
of  the  10  hour  and   15  minute  flight. 

Later  in  the  month  the  visit  was  returned  when  the  Mayor,  with  some  City 
officials  and  with  many  prominent  midwesterners  of  Scandinavian  origin,  flew 
to  Copenhagen,  to  visit  major  Scandinavian  cities  and  other  cities  in  Europe. 

PAN  AM   NON-STOP  SERVICE  TO  SHANNON 

The  first  nonstop  airline  service  from  O'Hare  to  Shannon,  Ireland,  was  begun 
by  Pan  American  World  Airways  on  May  31. 

The  flights  were  established  on  a  weekly  basis,  and  were  scheduled  to  use 
Boeing  707  aircraft  to  make  the  3,583-mile  flight  in  7  hours  and  15  minutes. 
After  arriving  at  Shannon,  the  planes  were  scheduled  to  depart  and  continue 
to  Paris,  France. 
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NEW  CONSTRUCTION  AT  O'HARE 


UNITED  CARGO   BUILDING 

A  new  $3,500,000  cargo  building  was  completed  early  in 
the  year  by  United  Air  Lines,  the  nation's  largest  airline  and 
the  leading  domestic  freight  carrier  at  0'  Hare. 

The  building,  which  has  a  total  area  approximating  120,- 
000  sqaure  feet,  which  can  handle  much  more  than  the 
1,000,000  pounds  of  air  freight  per  day  expected  during 
1965,  and  which  has  room  to  load  and  unload  33  trucks  at 
one  time,  was  constructed  because  of  the  very  rapid  growth 
of  air  freight  traffic  experienced  at  Chicago. 


Oblique  View 
From  Southeast 


Cargo  Control 
Center 


HOT  SHOPPES  CATERING   BUILDING 

Hot  Shoppes,  Inc.,  the  first  flight  caterer  to  construct  a 
building  at  O'Hare,  began  operating  from  its  new  $1,000,000 
building  in  January.  The  building  was  constructed  to  serve 
Hot  Shoppes'  airline  customers  in  a  better  manner  than  was 
possible  from  the  former  off-airport  location. 

The  new  building  has  an  area  of  approximately  40,000 
square  feet.  It  will  probably  provide  about  7,500  meals  a 
day  in  1965,  although  total  capacity  is  in  excess  of  9,000 
a  day. 


View  From 
Southwest 


Preparation 
of  Meals 


Aerial  View 
From  Northeast 


Mechanized 

Loading 

Operation 


EMERY  AIRFREIGHT  BUILDING 

Emery  Air  Freight  Corporation,  the  nation's  largest  air  freight 
forwarder,  formally  opened  its  new  $350,000  air  freight 
building  at  O'Hare  in  August. 

This  first  building  built  by  a  forwarder  at  O'Hare  will 
house  not  only  freight  facilities  but  also  the  company's  local 
and  regional  offices. 

The  building  has  an  area  of  approximately  12,000  square 
feet,  is  capable  of  handling  250,000  pounds  of  air  freight 
daily,  and  has  loading  and  unloading  area  for  16  trucks. 


View  From  East 


Preparing 

Catering 

Equipment 


DOBBS  CATERING   BUILDING 

A  new  $350,000  catering  building  was  also  completed  by 
Dobbs  Houses,  Inc.,  in  June,  so  the  Company  could  have 
better  control  over  its  operation  than  it  could  from  off  the 
airport,  and  so  it  could  serve  the  airlines  faster  and  more 
efficiently. 

The  approximate  area  of  the  building  is  23,000  square 
feet.  It  is  estimated  that  about  3,000  meals  per  day  will  be 
prepared  and  delivered  to  aircraft  in  1965.  The  facility  is 
capable  of  preparing  over  5,000  meals  per  day. 
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AIRPLANES  CURRENTLY  USING  O'HARE 


Continental  Lockheed  Vega 


OLD   LOCKHEED  VEGA  VISITS  O'HARE 

On  July  17,  a  1929  single-engined  four-passenger  wooden 
plane  flew  out  of  history  and  made  a  landing  at  O'Hare. 

It  was  a  Lockheed  Vega,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  still 
flying,  which  visited  Chicago  and  21  other  cities  on  a  trip 
celebrating  Continental  Airlines'  30th  birthday.  The  plane 
was  once  the  fastest  plane  in  the  world,  at  160  m.p.h.  top 
speed  and  120  m.p.h.  cruise,  and  it  was  used  in  1934, 
along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  the  first 
flight  of  Varney  Speed  Lines,  predecessor  of  Continental.  In 
that  year  the  plane's  price  was  $20,000. 

It  was  very  interesting  to  see  this  little  plane  leave  the 
aircraft  ramp  holding  today's  giant  jets,  and  taxi  under 
escort  down  the  entrance  road  among  the  automobiles  to  a 
central  place  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Terminal  Building, 
where  it  was  on  display  for  part  of  a  day. 


PLANES  NOW  IN  AIRLINE  SERVICE  AT  O'HARE 

The  first  generation  of  airline-jet  airplanes,  the  four-engine  jet  aircraft  which  have  been  flying  at 
O'Hare  for  the  past  half-decade,  caused  the  airline  industry  to  come  of  age.  Phenomenal  public 
acceptance  of  jets  and  low  seat-mile  costs  led  to  record  traffic,  revenues,  and  profits.  In  the  late 
1950's,  when  airlines  were  ordering  these  first-generation  jets,  banks,  investors,  and  lenders  were 
reluctant  and  unenthusiastic.  Now  that  the  public  has  voted  overwhelmingly  for  the  superlative 
comfort  and  the  greatly  increased  speed  of  jet  airplanes  over  propeller  airplanes,  investors  and 
lenders  are  eager  to  provide  any  money  required  for  the  newer  equipment. 

Some  of  the  jet  airplanes  which  have  revolutionized  the  aviation  business,  including  the  business 
of  airlines,  airports,  and  aircraft  manufacturers,  are  the  following:  Boeing  707  and  720,  Douglas 
DC-8,  and  Convair  880  and  990. 
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NEW  AIRLINE  JET  PLANES  TO  USE  O'HARE 


SUPERSONIC  AND  VERY  LARGE  AIRCRAFT 

The  revolution  caused  in  the  aviation  industry  by  the  big  four-engine  jets  which  began  flying  at 
O'Hare  in  1959,  and  the  second  revolution  now  starting  with  the  advent  of  three-engine  and  two- 
engine  airline-jets  to  serve  the  smaller  cities  and  with  the  advent  of  business-jets  to  make  high 
executives  independent  of  schedules  in  quickly  criss-crossing  the  North  American  continent,  are 
only  the  beginning. 

More  revolutions  in  air  travel,  which  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  peoples  of  the  world  closer 
together,  are  in  the  offing. 

Supersonic  aircraft  will  be  flying  within  a  few  years,  and  they  will  fly  at  two  and  three  times  the 
speed  of  today's  subsonic  aircraft.  A  British  company,  British  Aircraft  Corporation,  and  a  French 
company,  Sud  Aviation,  are  cooperating  in  building  the  Mach  2  (two  times  the  speed  of  sound), 
aluminum  Concorde,  expected  to  be  flying  in  1968  and  in  airline  service  in  1970.  Two  U.S.  com- 
panies, Boeing  and  Lockheed,  are  developing  versions  of  a  Mach  3,  titanium  SST,  expected  to  be 
flying  in  1970  and  in  airline  service  by  1972. 

Very  large  aircraft  will  also  be  flying  within  a  few  years.  The  U.  S.  Air  Force  is  working  with  Lockheed 
on  a  program  to  develop  a  transport,  named  the  C-5A,  which  could  carry  500  troops  or  600  to  700 
passengers.  It  will  probably  fly  in  the  early  1970's.  Other  manufacturers  are  making  plans  for  jet 
aircraft  carrying  300  to  400  passengers. 

Other  developments  being  studied,  which  will  have  great  effect  on  airlines,  airports,  and  aircraft 
manufacturers,  and  on  city  planning,  are  economical  Vertical  Takeoff  and  Landing  (VTOL)  and  Short 
Takeoff  and  Landing  (STOL)  aircraft  for  the  1970's,  and  hypersonic  transports  flying  at  Mach  6 
or  7  for  the  1980's. 
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MERRILL   C.    MEIGS    FIELD 


NEW   SERVICES   AT   MEIGS 
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Fuel  Tank  Farm 


Fire  Department  Rescue  Practice 


HIGH   INTENSITY  RUNWAY   LIGHTS 

Early  in  the  year  construction  work  was  completed  on  a  project 
involving  installation  of  high  intensity  runway  lights,  on  the  single 
runway  at  Merrill  C.  Meigs  Field.  This  runway,  Runway  18-36,  runs 
in  a  north-south  direction  parallel  to  the  lake  shore.  The  project 
also  provided  for  widening  the  north  550  foot  length  of  this  run- 
way from  100  feet  to  the  present  standard  width  of  150  feet. 

The  total  cost  of  the  project  was  approximately  $55,000.00, 
mostly  provided   by   Federal   and   State  Grant-in-Aid   funds. 

The  runway  lighting  and  widening  in  this  project  should  be  very 
helpful  in  attracting  additional  air  traffic  to  Meigs,  especially  from 
the  new  fleets  of  business-type  jets. 


INSTALLATION   OF  JET  FUEL  TANKS 

During  the  summer,  two  5,000-gallon  aviation  fuel  tanks,  in  the 
fuel  tank  farm  operated  for  the  City  by  the  Butler  Aviation  Com- 
pany, were  converted  from  91-octane  aviation  gasoline  to  jet  fuel. 
There  has  been  less  and  less  demand  for  91-octane  in  recent 
years,  while  requests  for  jet  fuel  have  been  increasing. 

It  is  estimated  that  annual  sales  of  jet  fuel  at  Meigs  during  the 
next  few  years  will  average  approximately  100,000  gallons. 


NEW  TRUCK  AND  SNOW  PLOW 

Late  in  the  year,  a  new  Oshkosh  24,000  G.V.W.,  heavy  duty, 
four-wheel  drive  truck,  with  dump  body,  power-operated  one-way 
snow  plow,  and  sand  spreader,  was  delivered  to  the  airport.  This 
truck  replaces  an  old  one,  and  serves  to  complete  a  snow-fighting 
fleet  which  includes  one  other  snow-plow  truck  and  one  small 
tractor-mounted  snow  blower. 

Like  the  provision  of  high  intensity  lights,  runway  widening, 
and  jet  fuel  storage  tanks,  the  provision  of  adequate,  efficient 
snow-removal  equipment  and  operators  is  important  in  bringing 
business  aircraft  to  Meigs  with  resulting  economic  benefit  to 
Chicago. 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT  RESCUE  PRACTICE 

Although  the  responsibility  for  rescue  from  damaged  aircraft  or 
boats  on  the  water  near  Meigs  belongs  primarily  to  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  the  City  has  had  to  develop  interim  rescue 
facilities  and  procedures  until  the  Coast  Guard  can  provide  a  boat 
and  helicopter  rescue  station  within  a   reasonable  distance. 

The  picture  shows  a  City  Fire  Department  practice  with  fireboat 
and  helicopters  near  Meigs  Field  to  help  develop  appropriate 
interim  rescue  procedures. 
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IMPLICATIONS  OF  NEW  PLANES  FOR  MEIGS 

Just  as  Chicago  has  always  been  a  crossroads  of  all  kinds  of  transportation— water  and  rail  and 
highway  and  air— and  as  Midway  was,  and  will  be  again,  a  center  of  United  States  airline  operations, 
and  as  O'Hare  is  a  center  of  international  airline  operations,  similarly  is  Meigs  destined  to  be  the 
crossroads  of  business  flying  on  the  North  American  continent. 

The  impact  of  new  business-jet  aircraft  is  revolutionizing  business  flying.  For  the  first  time,  key 
personnel  can  conduct  business  at  any  two  or  more  points  on  the  North  American  continent  in  the 
same  day.  Compared  with  piston  aircraft,  the  new  jets  are  faster,  safer,  more  dependable,  and  more 
comfortable.  The  business-jets  have  all  the  same  advantages  as  airline  jets  and  in  addition  offer 
the  busy  company  executive  far  more  flexibility. 

It  is  very  important  to  the  City  of  Chicago  that  Meigs  Field,  with  its  unique  location  at  the  front 
door  of  the  nation's  largest  centrally-located  City  and  in  the  nation's  transportation  center,  remain 
the  crossroads  of  business  flying  that  it  has  been  for  years.  It  is  especially  important,  from  the 
standpoint  of  economic  benefit  to  the  City,  that  the  Airport  continue  to  have  the  facilities  necessary 
to  attract  and  hold  the  new  breed  of  business-jet  aircraft. 

Among  planes  of  this  type,  which  have  already  visited  or  can  be  expected  to  visit  Meigs,  are  the 
following:  Lear  Jet,  North  American  Sabreliner,  Hawker-Siddeley  DH-125,  Lockheed  Jetstar  (4- 
engine),  Jet  Commander,  320  Hansa  Jet,  and  Fan  Jet  Falcon. 


Lear  Jet 
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Hawker-Siddeley  DH-125 


North  American  Sabreliner 


Lockheed  Jetstar 
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CHICAGO    HELICOPTERS   AND    HELIPORTS 


CHICAGO   HELICOPTER   AIRWAYS 
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For  Chicago  Helicopter  Airways,  the  local  Chicago  scheduled  helicopter  line,  1964  was  a  year  of  ups  and  downs  as  far 
as  finances  and  prospects  for  the  future  were  concerned.  The  Company  had  an  operating  loss  for  the  year  of  $26,307, 
but  non-operating  revenues  from  interest  and  from  rental  and  sale  of  flight  equipment  resulted  in  an  overall  profit  of 
$88,902.  The  resumption  of  scheduled  flying  at  Midway  by  United  Air  Lines  raised  hopes  of  greatly  increased  helicopter 
traffic  between  Midway  and  O'Hare.  By  year's  end,  the  Company's  position  in  the  following  two  important  areas  was 
uncertain,  however:  1)  whether  Federal  subsidy  would  continue  beyond  December  31,  1965,  and  2)  whether  its  tem- 
porary certificate  would  be  made  permanent  or  renewed  after  expiration  on  December  31,  1966. 

If  scheduled  helicopter  traffic  at  Chicago  substantially  and  permanently  increased,  the  Company  would  probably 
substitute  25-passenger  twin-turbine  S-61  helicopters  for  the  present  12-passenger  single-engine  S-58's.  The  twin- 
rotor  Boeing  Vertol  107,  used  by  New  York  Airways,  might  also  be  considered. 

Non-scheduled  helicopters  continued  to  be  important  during  the  year,  especially  for  expressway  traffic  control  and 
fire  fighting. 

Only  two  heliports  were  licensed  during  the  year,  and  they  remain  the  only  licensed  heliports  in  Chicago,  outside  of 
the  airports.  The  two  heliports  are  located  on  top  of  the  Fire  Department  Training  School  Building,  and  on  the  ground 
next  to  WGN  Radio  Station. 

Probably  the  best  way  to  increase  helicopter  traffic  and  helicopter  usefulness  in  Chicago  would  be  to  provied  a  close-in 
downtown  public  heliport,  possibly  located  adjacent  to  the  South  Branch  of  the  Chicago  River. 
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Interior  of  25-passenger 
Sikorsky  S-61 
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Comparative  Activity  Report  For  The  Chicago  Airports 

O'Hare 

Midway 

Meigs 

1963 

1964 

%  Inc. 
(Dec.) 

1963 

1964 

%  Inc. 
(Dec.) 

1963 

1964 

%  Inc. 
(Dec.) 

Passengers: 

Scheduled 

15,981,321 

18,203,111 

13.9 

32,275 

60,105 

86.2 

29,711 

20,182 

(32.1) 

Non-Scheduled 

182,143 

191,015 

4.9 

385,269 

763,571 

98.1 

257,200 

181,404 

(29.5) 

Total 

16,163,464 

18,394,126 

13.8 

417,544 

823,676 

97.3 

286,911 

201,586 

(29.7) 

Aircraft: 

Scheduled 

357,461 

387,749 

8.4 

12,048 

12,655 

5.0 

11,560 

8,268 

(28.5) 

Non-Scheduled 

68,637 

70,711 

3.0 

114,911 

204,382 

77.9 

64,300 

63,674 

(1.0) 

Total 

426,098 

458,460 

7.6 

126,959 

217,037 

71.0 

75,860 

71,942 

(5.2) 
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